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Opera House -

Opera
<taln people In small
1towns, ‘so the Ver-
-montville Opera
+House was no differ-

ent from any other
~QOpera House. Back

one hundred .years
.ago,until televisions
.were made, Opera
;"Houses were a big hit
l because there wasn‘t
“much to do for enter-

Houses:
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filled an Important " ymoptville* presented

community need.

The first original .

Vermontville Opera
House was’ buiit in
1879, “for * a ' stage

coach stop, traveling ./

shows, and local tal-
em‘ ok

Clown, performer
and workman L.a

AR R

his first tent show In

.Vermontville’s : Op-

era House, then trav-

‘eled | tproughoui all :

.midwestern .
“area for many years. £
'His |ast performance !

this

was back where: he

 'started, at thg Opera'

ouse, !
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“thoimunity - was
,,‘stroyed by fire.
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“ ,»\ Enterfalnmem

wasn’t the only thing’

" that the Opera House'.

was used for. Some-

<" times you could see
many -

folks going
there ' for supplies,

. .also some men would
bring their horses in
.""-to be shod and some
.-.came-in for the town
' .meetings. In the mid
*1890’s"that center of -

acﬂvlty in the com-
de-

“ On August é,. 1895, b
““the

property on
which . the present
Opera House stands,
was purchased from

-.Henry H. Graham of

;Chicago, lllipois.

'munity made a pro-.

' Ject out of the build-:

Ing of the new Opera
‘House. The new or
second Opera House -
was ~ completed
around 1898, the date
.Is still uncertain, al-
though construction
egan In 1896

" In the early 1900's,.

the Opera Hoyse was
‘used - for: " plays,’
movles. roller skat-

a5 ‘ donsh by

S Tplays,
"dances,

-for

_the Opera °
that., the ~land™“For those“who“have "day I1t‘ls a rare and
‘was .there the com-
-\ Stage

\

. both . Jr. -and -Sr.

storage of fire en-
gines and
school and  soclal

this time both boys
and girls basketball

‘games were played

there.

In the era 1916 -
1918, the - famous
Chautauquas was a
series of entertaln-
ments once a month
about four
months, It was of-
fered by a group:of
entertainers from a
nearby college.

Bel-
and

Coat Check,
fry, Balcony,

.Auditorium are

some of the rooms In

"~ performed on the
there Is " a
Dressing Room ‘and

‘a Box Office when

there Is an admission
charged.

' The Opera: House
in the |ast few years
has served to house a

vices, wedding re-
‘ceptions, talent
shows,
and free movies. Lo- . -

- other.

fire barns

gradvations,”
library,™
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. well' as the officlal
room! for ‘the Town

Coungll and Town- .

ship

. tival there have been

-events. Also during -

House.

.Festival the

exhibits. In case of
rain on the day of
Queen
will be crowned In

.the. Opera. House.

The Maple Valley
Players present
their melodramas on
the authentic stage
all day .during the
Festival.

Community rest
rooms and the Ver-
montyille Public Li-
brary are in_ the
downstairs ‘of
Opera Hause.

This is one of the
few Opera ' Houses
left In Michigan to-

unique bulilding, so If
you haven’t seen or
been In this building

drop’ in and
around.”’
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i ' dance studlo, square .
dances, church ser-

Ing. Boy Scout meet-: cal,  State and Fed- 4

school
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